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FOREST KNOLLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
10830 EASTWOOD AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, Mb 20901





March 12, 2010

Dear Forest Knolls Elementary School (FKES) Family:

Our Magnet position for the 2010-2011 school year has been cut from a full time position (1.0) to 0.6. Many of us might not fully understand what that means and how it impacts every child at FKES.  Below is the list of programs that will be impacted if this position is not restored to its full funding.  In addition, I am hoping to provide you with the information you need to help FKES launch a letter campaign to Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) asking for the funding to be restored.  

Ms. Susan Michal, who heads our magnet program, was recently awarded the “Teacher as Leader in Gifted Education” by the Maryland State Advisory Council on Gifted and Talented Education.  Ms. Michal is one of five Montgomery County teachers –and one of 25 in the state – who was honored.  In addition, she was the only elementary school teacher recognized, underscoring the unique attributes of this program for the FKES community and MCPS.  Two weeks ago, at the last PTA meeting, more than 50 former and current students and their parents came to celebrate Ms. Michal’s achievement and the impact these programs have had on our kids.  Children have gone on to middle and high school and have remained impassioned with communication arts because of the foundation they received at FKES.  Our participation at the International Student Media Festival alone won 16 International Awards of Excellence for class and individual productions reflecting the work of 171 FKES students this current year.  
By cutting Ms. Michal’s position to 0.6, we face the possibility of losing an amazing teacher and all of the programs that she spearheads at FKES.  
What could we lose if MCPS does not restore staffing to keep the Magnet Communications Program as it currently exists?  
· The Communication Arts Program: serves the entire school community and supports the English Language Arts Curriculum as students learn to communicate effectively and use language proficiently for a variety of purposes.  
· The daily radio show and weekly television news show.
· Jr. Press Corps, a rigorous award winning print and electronic journalism program open to all first through fifth grade students (over 150 students), with tiered instruction to meet the needs of students performing on, below, or above grade level as well as ESOL students who benefit by developing their communication skills.  Special Press Corps fieldtrips and power lunches to meet and interview different professionals would also be lost.
· The provision of direct instruction by Ms. Michal to students as well as collaborative teaching with kindergarten through 5th grade classroom teachers.  
· Media Night/Festival where students display photographs, writing, and visual arts productions.
· The daily William and Mary reading program administered by Ms. Michal for 24 highly able third grade students would have to be reabsorbed by classroom teachers denying them the opportunity to work with smaller groups of students.
· Our global education program in partnership with the humanitarian organization, Free the Children, featured on the U.S. Department of Education’s America.Gov website as a model humanitarian program for children – O Ambassadors.
· Our partnership with the Smithsonian Zoo.
· The photography and digital art after school club.
· The science journalism curriculum in kindergarten and first grades provided by Ms. Michal who serves as a GreenKids Lead Teacher in the MCPS and Audubon Green Kids School partnership.
If we do not make our voices heard, this is what we stand to lose!

This is unacceptable and we need to make the right people aware of just how unacceptable it is.
We cannot allow future generations of FKES kids to miss out on these opportunities.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

1. Call to RESPECTFULLY (we want to make a good impression!) express your concern and to let them know that you will be submitting a letter protesting the cut.
a. Dr. Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Schools: 301-279-3381
b. Ms. Bronda L. Mills, Community Superintendent: 301-315-7374
c. Mr. Martin M. Creel, Director of the Department of Enriched and Innovative Programs: 301-279-8529
2. Write a letter using some of the stated points.  ASK THAT MONTGOMERY COUNTY RESTORE STAFFING TO KEEP THE MAGNET COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAM AS IT CURRENTLY EXISTS.  Focus on what the cut means to all of the children at FKES and for the magnet program specifically.
3. Address your letter to each of the individuals below.  Make sure to cc the other two individuals on each letter. 
a. Dr. Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Schools
Board of Education, 850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville, Maryland 20850
b. Ms. Bronda L. Mills, Community Superintendent
Montgomery County Public Schools, Office of School Performance, 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 100, Rockville, Maryland 20850
c. Mr. Martin M. Creel, Director of the Department of Enriched and Innovative Programs
Montgomery County Public Schools, Department of Enriched and Innovative Programs, 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 257, Rockville, Maryland 20850
4. Also have your child/ren write a letter or even draw a picture addressing what these programs mean to them.  
5. Drop off your letters at the most convenient location below BY MONDAY, MARCH 15.  We will be creating a packet to submit to the Board of Education.
a. Valerie Merriweather, 912 Playford Lane

b. Hugh Dennis, 703 Forest Glen Road

c. Roxanne Mirabal Beltran, 10621 Glenwild Road

d. Forest Knolls Elementary via backpack mail, in an envelope attention PTA.
6. Help us circulate the petition that will be distributed soon.
 

If you have any question, please feel free to contact me at 301-754-3828, roxmb@yahoo.com 

Let’s make our voices heard!  Write your letters today!  
Roxanne Mirabal Beltran
PTA President
