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President’s Report       April 28, 2010
BOE Operating Budget

I attended the Operating Budget Hearings at the County Council on Tuesday, April 6 and was the only PTA to testify that night.  The testimony supported the proposed BOE budget and asked the County Council to not make any further cuts to the proposed budget.  

I have requested a meeting with Marty Creel.  There was no response.  A follow up message has been sent.

I contacted Bronda Mills office for clarification on letters that were mailed out from her office stating that the Magnet position at FKES had been fully restored.  This news was in direct conflict with a meeting that was held with Ms. Mills at FKES on Tuesday, March 23.  The Magnet position HAS NOT been fully restored.  Ms. Mills’ office does not have power to restore this position.  What she does have power to do, which she did, was to provide sufficient academic intervention staffing to allow Mr. Masline to fully fund the position for this coming year.  We will continue to make sure that FKES does not lose its Magnet position.  

Communication/Events

Hugh Dennis, VP,, has procured lawn signs advertising the PTA meeting!  These were sponsored by Gary Macdonald of Realty Executives Premier, 301-476-7700.  Please be sure to give him a call thanking him! 

Discussed the listserv with the current moderator.  It was agreed that the listserv would remain as is with the introduction of a welcome message outlining general rules and expectations.  Information on signing up for the listserv will be disseminated this summer to the parent community.

Webpage

Still pending: designing a “store” icon for ordering spirit wear; adding a feature that allows the page to be read in Spanish; adding an icon that will allow us to pay Membership dues and DDC contributions by paypal; moving our server ownership.

Recognition

I have spoken with Debbie, Volunteer Coordinator, about brainstorming ways to recognize our volunteers this year.  In years past, gift certificates have been handed out at a volunteer appreciation breakfast.  The event has not been heavily attended and only handing out thank yous to those that show up excludes all of those volunteers that might not be able to make it.  We discussed having a volunteer appreciation moment at the June PTA meeting.  Debbie was in agreement with purchasing recognition awards to those that have served leadership positions in the PTA whose family is graduating form the school this year.  She will check with Renee Hutchins to see what funds were approved for the volunteer committee.  

Mr. Gary Day has been awarded an Outstanding Educator award given by the MCCPTA Special Education Sub-Committee for the 2009-2010 school year!  He will be honored at an awards ceremony on May 10.  Please be sure to congratulate him!

Ms. Barbara Banks will be retiring in June after serving MCPS and FKES for 30 years!  If you would like to contribute to her farewell gift, please send a sealed envelope labeled ATTENTION PTA: Banks by May 28.  She will be presented with her gift at the 5th Grade Promotion Celebration.

Ms. Christiansen will be retiring in June after serving MCPS and FKES for ... years!  If you would like to contribute to her farewell gift, please send a sealed envelope labeled ATTENTION PTA: Christiansen by May 14.  She will be presented with her gift at the Choir Concert.

Aleks Beltran created a lovely (if I do say so myself) sign for Staff Appreciation Week that will be hung above the front entrance for Staff Appreciation Week.  There is also a plan to chalk the walkway, weather pending.

A letter will go out to all staff members on behalf of the PTA thanking them for their wonderful work.

Preparation for Next Year

I am in the process of getting commitments for next year’s committees and positions.  I have discussed certain “fits” with individuals and plan on having a committee list available to all at the June meeting for people to begin considering their involvement for next year.  

The nominating committee has met with very little success in coming up with a tablet for next year.  Having checked with the State PTA President, it was confirmed that there can be no PTA business conducted without an Executive Board.  

The draft budget will be submitted to the membership at our May meeting so that it can be approved at the June meeting.  This will allow the PTA to have a functioning budget for August 2010-June 2011.  When PTA reconvenes in October, new committee chairs will be able to submit additional requests if needed based on summer planning to put forth before the membership for a vote.  

At our May Board meeting, I will be bringing a draft calendar of August 2010-June 2011 for discussion.  This draft calendar will also be presented to the membership at our June meeting for approval.  This will allow us to submit dates for the August 2010-June 2011 calendar to the ICB by the August deadline, assuring us of our reservations.  

I have not received any procedure books as of this time.  I will continue to encourage those committees whose work is done for the year to close their books.

Hugh and I have each attended a Faculty Advisory Board meeting to determine a discipline system for FKES next year.  Unfortunately, we were unable to attend the last meeting.  Will continue to support this Board when possible.

PTA Closet

Will be organized by the end of this month!!!

Direct Donations Campaign

We met the goal established for this year!  $6757.20 ($257.20 above the goal of $6500)!  Thank you to all that contributed!
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